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Tovah Kasdin, JD, (she/her), is a public health
advisor at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA), U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS),
where she leads the violence, trauma and human
trafficking portfolio. Prior to her position at
SAMHSA, Ms. Kasdin led the elder rights portfolio
at the Administration for Community Living (ACL),
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS).

During her career as a domestic violence
prosecutor, nonprofit leader and consultant, Ms.
Kasdin has created innovative programs and
improved systems to prevent abuse and advance
the rights of survivors across the life course. She
directed the ElderSAFE Center in Rockville, MD
(2014-2022), where she created an award-winning
trauma-informed shelter and elder abuse
prevention center for older adults and adults with
disabilities experiencing abuse, neglect, and
financial exploitation.

Ms. Kasdin consulted with the World Bank Group’s
Domestic Abuse Prevention Program (2009-2023),
where she advised the international organization
on best practices for domestic violence prevention
and response, developed and delivered training to
managers and staff, and directly supported
survivors worldwide with resources.

Ms. Kasdin received her J.D. from the University of
Connecticut School of Law and her B.A. with
honors from Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut.


