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Dona Anderson is the Executive Director at the 
New York Early Childhood Professional 
Development Institute, which is housed at the 
City University of New York. She leads the work 
of a dynamic, intelligent, and passionate team 
dedicated to building essential systems and 
services to ensure a highly effective early 
childhood workforce for New York so that all 
young children and their families have access to 
excellence. 

 
She is responsible for strategic planning, fund 
development, project growth, and all aspects of 
the successful management and leadership of 
the Institute and leads the organizational culture 
of inclusivity, diversity, teamwork, flexibility, 
responsiveness, and collaboration. 

 
Prior to her work at the Institute, she led a team 
of researchers in exploring the impacts of poverty 
and homelessness on children, students, and 
families in New York City and across the country. 
She also supervised early childhood care and 
education programs, after school programs, 
residential summer camps, and a family support 
program at a homeless services provider 
organization.  
 
Dona has presented at national conferences and 
co-authored a variety of public policy reports on 
the topics of child poverty, homelessness, early 
childhood, and trauma. 

 


