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Kiera Derman is the Director of Program 
Development for the National Women’s Shelter 
Network (NWSN) leading efforts to grow the 
NWSN’s capacity to deliver on its mission of 
supporting women, children and families facing 
homelessness and the shelters and programs 
that serve them. 
 
Ms. Derman joins the NWSN after over a 
decade in international development. Most 
recently, Ms. Derman was with Save the 
Children US where she led business 
development strategy for multi sectoral 
programs.  
 
Prior to that, Ms. Derman worked at FHI 360 
and at the National Cooperative Business 
Association CLUSA International (NCBA 
CLUSA) where she managed large- scale 
projects in food security and resilience, 
workforce development and financial inclusion in 
several countries including Niger, Burkina Faso, 
Haiti and Malawi.  
 
While at NCBA CLUSA, Ms. Derman 
established a new practice area focusing on 
Positive Youth Development to address the 
unique concerns, needs and assets of 
adolescents and young adults. During this time, 
she engaged in proposal development which 
spurred a love for program design, and set her 
on a path of helping purpose-driven teams 
develop strategies to enhance their growth and 
deliver impact. 
 
Ms. Derman is passionate about solving 
complex problems and applying systems 
approaches and she brings these skills to 
tackling challenges that disproportionately affect 
the most vulnerable in society. Ms. Derman has 



a Bachelor’s degree from the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa and a Masters of 
Public Administration from The George 
Washington University in Washington, DC.   
 
 
 

 


