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Dr. Alexandra E. Pavlakis is an Associate Professor in 
the Simmons School of Education at Southern 
Methodist University.  
 
She holds a PhD from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, a MSc. in Social Policy & 
Planning from the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, a MSc. in Teaching from Pace 
University through New York City Teaching Fellows 
Program, and a B.A. in History from Brown University.   
 
Informed by her experiences as a N.Y.C. high school 
teacher, her research examines student and family 
homelessness, family-school-community partnerships, 
and educational leadership.  
 
Pavlakis has studied student homelessness for over 
15 years and has had the privilege of conducting and 
analyzing numerous interviews with youth and parents 
experiencing homelessness, as well as the school, 
district, and community providers who serve them.  
 
She is also an author of Uprooted: Voices of Student 
Homelessness, a free 16-page graphic short story 
about student homelessness.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


