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Since December 2004, Darlene Thomas has
served as the Founder and Executive Director
of GreenHouse17, an advocacy organization
working to end intimate partner abuse across 17
central Kentucky counties. With more than 36
years of experience in the movement to end
power-based violence, Darlene has led efforts in
direct service, comprehensive  program
development, and community engagement for
lasting social change.

Her leadership includes guiding statewide and
national collaborations, offering expert
testimony in legal cases, facilitating trainings at
local, state, national, and international forums,
and consulting with organizations seeking to
reimagine their services through innovative,
trauma-informed approaches.

Under her direction, GreenHouse17 has
received multiple awards for innovation and
impact, including the Commerce Lexington
Nonprofit Community Impact Award, the
National Purple Ribbon Award for Shelter of the
Year, Mary Byron Project Celebrating Solutions
Award, the Kentucky Nonprofit Network
Innovative Award, and the Center for Nonprofit
Excellence Pyramid Award for Social
Innovation. GreenHouse17 was also named a
national finalist by the Partnership for
Freedom/Reimagine Opportunity initiative.

Darlene currently serves as Past-President and
Legislative Chair for ZeroV, Kentucky’s coalition
against domestic violence.



