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For more than three decades, Laura Ward has
dedicated her career to advancing the well-being of
women and children experiencing homelessness,
poverty, and the many systemic barriers that stand
in their way. A licensed attorney, she began her
career in 1994 at Victim Services in New York City,
advocating for survivors of violence and ensuring
vulnerable families had access to safety, housing,
and legal protections.

She went on to serve as Executive Director of
Foster Care Review in Miami, Florida, leading
efforts to improve safety and permanency for
children in foster care. Under her leadership, the
organization doubled its revenue, expanded
programming, and strengthened its impact on behalf
of children involved with the child welfare system.

After relocating to Austin, Laura was tapped to
create and lead two new positions in Travis County
government—Division Director for the Office of
Children’s Services and General Counsel for the
Juvenile Probation Department and Juvenile Board.
In both roles, she built systems from the ground up
to better coordinate services, protect children’s
rights, and remove legal and bureaucratic barriers
for families in crisis. Her work often bridged
agencies and sectors, bringing together schools,
courts, mental health providers, and housing
resources to address the root causes of instability.

Since 2014, Laura has served as Executive Director of Saint Louise House, where she has led a
period of transformative growth—tripling assets, expanding housing and services, and embedding
gender-informed, trauma-responsive, and equity-focused practices into the organization’s core.
She is deeply committed to gender-informed, family-centered solutions that not only provide
stable housing but also address the complex needs of women-led families emerging from

homelessness.

Laura’s connection to this mission extends nationally through her engagement with the National
Women's Shelter Network. She attended two national NWSN conferences—first independently
and later with her leadership team—and hosted a regional convening of women’s shelter and safe



haven leaders with the NWSN leadership team. She looks forward to helping advance the
network’s strategic goals in alignment with her lifelong commitment to women and children’s
safety, stability, and opportunity.

Laura holds a Juris Doctor from The George Washington University National Law Center and a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from The University of Michigan. She has served in leadership
roles with Catalyst Miami, the Florida Dependency Court Improvement Project, and numerous
cross-sector collaborations devoted to equity, access, and safety for families.



