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Deby Wolford has dedicated over two decades
to serving homeless families and individuals
across Orange County, Los Angeles, and Long
Beach. With 23 years of experience, she is a
leader in developing innovative housing and
supportive service programs that create lasting
pathways to stability.

She began her career at Colette’s Children’s
Home, where she spent 15 years supporting
single mothers and developing key housing
programs, while also serving as HMIS Agency
Administrator and participating in the Orange
County Continuum of Care. She later served as
Housing Director at the Illumination Foundation,
expanding housing services and managing
multimillion-dollar budgets.

As Founder and CEO of Encompass Housing,
Deby has grown the organization into a $7
million nonprofit in just three years, delivering
housing supports and recuperative care
services to hundreds of individuals and families
across Southern California. She also serves as
a Senior Advisor to NHHA, supporting the
implementation of community- based housing
and care models.

Deby has led the development of
transformational programs serving chronically
homeless individuals, single mothers and
children, justice-involved individuals, and
families working toward reunification. She is
currently leading Heritage Regency, a $31
million BCHIP project that will provide perinatal
residential treatment services for pregnant and
parenting mothers.

Deby holds a degree in Human Services from
California State University, Fullerton, with a
focus on mental health, and is a certified
addiction counselor (CATC IlI).



