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Nadia Swanson, LCSW is the Senior Director of
Advocacy and Global Programs at The Ali Forney
Center (AFC) and is the founder and leader of the
NYC Trans and Queer Coalition(NYCTQC).

They have worked with unhoused and foster care
youth for 14 years in direct service and advocacy. As
an advocate they increased city funded beds for 21-24
year olds, passed legislation to allow for unhoused
minors to consent to their own medical care,
advocated to pass The Immunity for Sex Workers Bill
and launched The Campaign to End Homophobia and
Transphobia in the Child Welfare System, which led to
new affirming policies, legislation, and LGBTQIA+
prevention services within ACS.

At AFC Nadia leads the Global Model Replication
Program, supporting over 100 programs in expanding
services for LGBT unhoused youth in their
communities. In 2025, Nadia led the NYCTQC to a
historic NYC budget win of $13.725M for Trans NY’s -
including the nation’s first Gender Affirming Care for
Youth Fund.

In their personal capacity they co-wrote NYC Mayoral
Candidate Zohran Mamdani’'s LGBTQIA+ Campaign
Platform. Nadia has been recognized as a 2025 and
2026 NY City & State LGBTQIA+ Trailblazer, received
awards from Equality NY and Stonewall Democrats of
NYC, and received a proclamation from the NY City
Council for their leadership and contributions to
increased services and rights for the Transgender
community.



